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chemustry at Ciry College i the early 9's

has now become a nanonal model and part of

a vigorous ettorr by the Nanonal Science
Foundation o change how chemisery s raughr.

Peer-Led 'Team Learning — PLL for shore — is
the bramm-child of GONY Professor David k. Gosser,
Jr whio sinee 1991 has used the method successfully
to teach chemastry conrses ar the Collese, Gosser's
maodel uses students who have excelled in a course as
peer leaders to help new students learn in a collabo-
rative workshop eovironment. Peer leaders meer with
six to cight students weekly, guiding them in problem-
solving and encouraging them to engage cach
other i svienthie debare and discussion reearding
the fundamental conceprs and applications of the
course materil,

PPeer leaders are rrned in several facilication
technigues and group dyvnamics. They also work
closely wirh faculty members and prepare by dis-
cissing the workshop conrent with the ficulty in
weekly meerings,

Based on a highly favorable five-vear evaluation

showvine thar i leads to greater student involvement.,

Professor Gosser (seated, rear) and peer tutors discuss
teaching strategies

mereased motivation and improved performance in
courses, the NSI awarded Ciey College $2.4 mullion
in 1999 to turn PLUL into a national model. A recent
NSF review awarded new funding to extend the
project to 2008, In all, NSE support for CONY
spread the program o other campuses has totaled
over 37 million. And it has been money well spent,
Today, the CCNY model has been replicared in more
than 60 insttutions around the United Srares,

Predictably, City College s the lead institution of
a NSF-funded Natonal Dissemination Project which
now involves some 138 facoley, 335 learminge *-.pl_'u.'|;=||_i~.l=~.
and 1,200 peer leaders who conduct PLUL courses for
over 15,000 soudents ar schools around the countee
cach semester. Gosser attribures the success of the
expansion of the model to the leadership team thar
has emerged across the country and to the participa-
tion of peer leaders. The peer-led learning approach
has been expanded o include organic chemistry,
physics and mathemanics.

According to Dr. Gosser, the kev element thar
disnnguishes PLUL from other learmime methods s
the peer leaders and the wav they work with faculey,
“T'here's also a sense of community thar ereares 2
brand new learning environment,”™ he adds.

“PLT'L borrows from collaborative learning meth-
ods, but expands bevond char,” D, Gosser notes,
“T'he inclusion of a leadershap role for undergrad-
vares unifies the group and catalvees the learming
process. | he model chanees the cmphass
from “sink or swim’ to an environment
where every student is expecred o
succeed and is supporred direcely in the
classroom to do so,”

More than 50 CONY undergradoare
students parnicipace as peer leaders cach
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chemustry and biology courses, And the
have helped ke ther model nanonwide,
They have conducred sample workshops
and made presentations at numerons local
and nanional meenings, including Boston,
Washingron, D, Santa Clar, Phocnis and
the Universiey of Michigan, [, Cosser
cires student leaders” parnicipation as a
myajor factor in the success of the model's
dissemination. "People see first-hand the
poise and confidence of our leaders, and think, *Oug

students could do char ron!™ =




