Join the PLTL Workshop Community! 
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We invite you to participate in the Peer-Led Team Learning Workshop Project. If you are interested in implementing peer-led team learning, or are already involved in doing workshops, 

Become an Affiliate! 

To find out more, see the Project website: www.pltl.org

 The WPA (Workshop Project Associate) Program provides grants to individuals or teams to assist in the development and implementation of Peer-Led Team Learning in undergraduate science and mathematics. See the Project Website for details. 
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The Workshop Project
Peer-Led 

Team Learning



Workshop Project Web Site:  http://www.pltl..org 

The PLTL Workshop Model 

The Workshop model is a peer-led team-learning model of teaching sciences, mathematics and other undergraduate disciplines.  The Workshop Model provides an active learning experience for students, creates a leadership role for undergraduates, and engages faculty in a creative new dimension in teaching. 

In the PLTL Workshop Model, students who have done well in the course previously become guides and mentors, Peer Leaders, to  groups of six to eight students. These peer-led groups, which meet weekly to work on carefully structured problems, provide a supportive environment that helps each student build an understanding of course content. For the peer leaders, the experience of working with faculty and guiding their peers through a difficult course is rewarding and unforgettable, and can have a profound effect on their individual and professional growth. 
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The Role of Peer Leaders
Peer leaders actively engage students with the course materials and with each other in weekly workshops. This facilitation can take many forms: using various techniques for problem solving, offering timely assistance when a group is stuck, and providing guidance and encouragement. The peer leaders don’t dispense answers; they must know when to help, and when not to. The workshop leader sets a tone for the discussion in which individual points of view are respected, criticism is constructive, and all members have an equal opportunity to participate. 

Workshop Materials Now Available from Prentice Hall, Inc.

· The Workshop Model: Peer-Led Team Learning - A Guidebook

· Workshop Leader Handbook 

· General Chemistry

· General, Organic, and Biochemistry

· Organic Chemistry

Critical Components of       Peer-Led Team Learning 

1.  A Peer-Led Team Learning Workshop is a regular course component that all students are expected to attend. 

2.  The faculty teaching the course are closely involved with the workshops and the workshop leaders.

3.  The Workshop leaders are well trained and closely supervised, with attention to content knowledge, facilitation and learning techniques.  

4.  The Workshop materials are challenging, and encourage collaborative problem solving.

5.  Organizational arrangements are optimized to promote learning. 

6.   There is appropriate institutional support for innovative teaching.  

Each semester the Peer-Led Team Leader Workshop Model is implemented by over 140 faculty, 15,000 students, 1,200 peer-leaders, 35 Learning Specialists, at 55 institutions in the United States, who are using the PLTL model in courses in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics and other disciplines (2002).  The “critical components of success” are a set of benchmarks derived by the Project’s evaluation.

Project Director: David K. Gosser  Jr.       City College of New York, CUNY   � HYPERLINK "mailto:gosser@.sci.ccny.cuny.edu" ��gosser@.sci.ccny.cuny.edu�                Phone: 212-650-6037                                   Fax: 212-650-8339


The Peer-Led Team Learning Workshop Project is funded by the National Science Foundation’s Division of Undergraduate Education
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