Science Computing Facility  (  Division of Science  (   City College of NY

Email: computing@sci.ccny.cuny.edu  (  Voice: 650-7885  (  Fax: 650-7884
Location:  Marshak Science Building, Room J-302

Quick Guide to UNIX


UNIX is the operating system, or basic software, used on the SCISUN computer, a Sun SparcStation 10 computer that provide central services, including file storage, electronic mail, and web pages.  Even though you may use SCISUN for little more than electronic mail, you will find it helpful to know a little about UNIX. This knowledge will allow you do do basic tasks such as seeing a list of the files stored in your account, deleting files if you start to approach your storage space quota, and changing your password to maintain the privacy and security of your computer account. 

Learning More

See the Science Computing Facility web site (www.sci.ccny.cuny.edu/scf/) for online UNIX resources, or buy a UNIX reference book at a local bookstore or online.

UNIX Conventions
UNIX is case-sensitive; that is, capital and lowercase letters are not interchangeable. All UNIX commands should be typed in lowercase letters (unless specified), followed by pressing the Return or Enter key.

Basic UNIX Commands
You are ready to begin working in UNIX after you have logged into the SCISUN and the UNIX $ prompt is present on your screen. Following is a list of UNIX commands covering a range of common tasks. The commands are to be typed exactly as specified at the UNIX $ prompt and must be followed by a carriage return; words in italics are not to be typed. For complete information on the function and usage of UNIX commands, consult the appropriate "man" pages; for example, type man chmod to view online documentation on how to change the protection (mode) of a file. 

HELP
PRIVATE
man command
get help on a certain command (e.g., man emacs)


PRINTING
PRIVATE
lpr filename
print file called filename to default printer in J-304


COMPUTER ACCOUNT-RELATED COMMANDS
PRIVATE
passwd
change your account password (use regularly)

quota -v
display a summary of disk usage and connect time

finger or who
display list of people currently logged on to the system

UNIX FILE AND DIRECTORY MAINTENANCE

· File and directory names are case-sensitive, as are all UNIX commands. 

· Commands may be applied to multiple files with use of an asterisk (*). For example, to move several files all beginning with the letters work to directory 1994, type

mv work* 1994. 

· When issuing commands, directory names are separated by the slash (/). For example, to view the file work1 in a given subdirectory june in directory 1994, type 

more 1994/june/work1. 

· By default, all files you create can be accessed only from within your account unless you change the file protection. For more information type 

man chmod. 

PRIVATE
ls or dir
list files in current directory

more filename
view a file one page at a time

rm filename
remove a file

mkdir directoryname
create a subdirectory within current directory

rmdir directoryname
remove empty directory

cd directoryname
change to a subdirectory

cd or cd ~
return to your home directory

cd ..
go up one directory level

mv oldfilename newfilename
rename file

mv filename directoryname
move file into subdirectory

cp filename directoryname
copy file into subdirectory

pwd
display name of current directory

chmod
change protection of files or directories

MAIL PROGRAMS
pine
start Pine, an easy-to-use, menu-driven e-mail program

elm
start ELM, another electronic-mail program

COMMUNICATIONS PROGRAMS
PRIVATE
ftp
file transfer program between networked machines

telnet
remote login to another host with use of the Telnet protocol

rlogin
remote login with use of the UNIX rlogin protocol

kermit
file transfer program

TEXT EDITING
PRIVATE
pico
a simple, menu-driven editor

emacs
a complex, powerful text editor. Run a tutorial from within Emacs by typing control-h (hold down the control key then type h) followed by typing the letter t.

 
Last update: 29 February 2000 
Science Computing Facility

